
 

   
 

Virtual Meeting  

MINUTES1  

Thursday, 17 March 2022 

ATTENDANCE:  

Members Present: Yolanda Sonnier, Jon Steuernagle, Jackie Scott, Andrea Nunez, Monica Krebs, Andrew 

Heiliger, Mariana Izraelson, Jena Britton, Lauren Blake, Jessica Epps, Sara Cochran, Rachel Sye and 

Stephen Liggett-Creel.  

Members Absent: Vinitha Nithianandam, Lt. Eric Kruhm, Christina J. Bostick, Rich Gibson, Dina Ward, 

Chuck Chandler, Alicia Altamirano. 

Others in Attendance: Briana McNemar, Cheryl Mattis, Lauryn Reynolds, Shanika Cooper, Shakinah 

Braxton, Leslie Petak and Susan Allen. 

MEETING SUMMARY: 

1. MEETING OPEN  

a. 1:00 pm; Yolanda Sonnier, Chair, Howard County Human Trafficking Prevention Coordination 

Council (HTPCC), opened the meeting by welcoming committee members.  

 New members and first-time public attendees introduced themselves to the full committee.  

2. Establishment of Quorum  

a. The Roll was taken: Twelve Committee members were in attendance. Yolanda Sonnier declared 

the Committee was in quorum and brought the meeting to order. 

3. Consideration of Meeting Minutes 

a.  Ms. Sonnier entered the 20 January 2022 Committee minutes and opened for discussion. Jackie 

Scott motioned to accept the minutes as written. Stephen Liggett-Creel seconded the motion. A 

voice vote of official members was taken and approved without opposition. Rachel Sye abstained 

from the vote. 

4. TOP Committee Updates 

a. Resignation of Committee Chair: Andrea Nunez announced Nick Weikel has stepped down as 

Committee Chair but will continue to be involved in HTPCC activities. Committee members 

unanimously agreed Andrea Nunez and Briana McNemar will act as committee chair. Andrea 

Nunez noted if anyone was interested in taking the role of Chair to contact her directly.  

b. Awareness Month Events: Committee members reflected on the January Human Trafficking 

Awareness Month event. The film screening and discussion of Trafficked in America was 

successful with approximately 20 attendees. Andrea Nunez expressed interest in repeating the 

event in-person later this fall for Labor Rights week. OHTP also offered this as a lunch and learn 



   
 

   
 

session for DCRS staff, reaching an additional 11 individuals. Thinking ahead to January 2023, 

member expressed interest in organizing a book discussion using survivor content. 

The HTPCC will partner with OHRE for a book discussion of ‘Believing’ by Anita Hill in 

commemoration of April Sexual Assault Awareness Month2. The event will be held in-person at 

the Miller Branch Library on April 26, 2022, from 6-8 pm. OHTP will speak briefly about sexual 

and gender-based violence as well as the overall work of the Office of Human Trafficking 

Prevention.  

c. Educational Presentations: Andrea Nunez summarized the recent educational presentations OHTP 

in partnership with HCPD have provided to community groups such as Recreation and Park staff 

and the Human Rights Commission. She also noted that members, Jena Britton and HCPD 

participated in the Cross-Collaboration event with the Prince Georges, Montgomery and DC Task 

Forces.  

Yolanda Sonnier reminded the group to plan one virtual or in-person community training, 

presentation or other outreach event/ initiative for 2022.  

d. Potential June/July Outreach Events: Andrea Nunez encouraged members to think about 

additional events that could be planned for the summers, such as a community walk, etc. No 

additional ideas were voiced by members. 

5. Presentation: Anti-Human Trafficking Services- TurnAround Inc. 

a.  Rachel Sye, Deputy Director at TurnAround, provided an overview of TurnAround Services (See 

attachment A).  

Shanika Cooper thanked Rachel for the presentation and requested TurnAround speak at one of 

the Health Department all-staff meetings. She also suggested TurnAround become a member of 

the Local Health Improvement Coalition (LHIC). 

Sara Cochran also expressed appreciation for the presentation. She suggested OHTP include a 

public statement on website announcing the partnership with TurnAround, detailing its benefit to 

the county.  

Yolanda Sonnier inquired whether TurnAround will provide trainings for youth/ teens. Rachel Sye 

confirmed that the organization does provide tailored trainings and will need to seek approval 

from OVC prior to scheduling presentations.  

Jena Britton sought clarification on the process of reporting suspicions of trafficking on behalf of 

the hospital, specifically if the hospital should report directly to TurnAround or HCPD. Andrea 

Nunez and Rachel Sye suggested connecting outside of the full meeting to better discuss 

protocol.   

Jessica Emerson, Human Trafficking Prevention Project, had to cancel due to a scheduling 

conflict. The presentation will be rescheduled for the May Full HTPCC Meeting.  

 



   
 

   
 

 

6. Article Review  

a.  Committee members reflected on two news/ press releases highlighting cases involving labor 

trafficking in South Georgia3 and South Carolina4. Monica Krebs noted there are not a lot of labor 

trafficking cases being seen in Maryland. These cases are good examples of the different ways 

labor trafficking can occur. The South Carolina case is more typical, while the Georgia case is an 

example of how networks can occur within trafficking. Andrea Nunez and Yolanda Sonnier 

expressed surprise by the number of female names listed on the indictment. Sara Cochran noted 

that traffickers fraudulently used the H2A visa program and expressed there needs to be more 

program oversight on behalf of the government.  

7. Announcements and Events of Importance 

a. April 29: Training, Outreach and Partnerships Committee, 10 am- 11:30 am.   

b. May 19: Human Trafficking Prevention Coordination Council Full Meeting, 1:00pm – 2:30pm. 

 

8. Additional Items for Discussion 

a.  Andrea Nunez proposed a new member check in with OHTP for an introductory HT 101, informal 

presentation/conversation, with the goal being to provide more knowledge on sex and/or labor 

trafficking and discuss goals for participating in the HTPCC.  

b. Mariana Izraelson shared Grassroots incorporated the MDSSW HT 101 training as part of the 

required annual staff training. She noted it was easily implemented and have received positive 

feedback from staff. To date, 114 employees have completed the training.  

c.  Andrea Nunez assigned the following task to appointed members: Send one article relating to sex 

trafficking and/or sex work prior to the May meeting.  

d. Yolanda Sonnier shared the AAPI is hosting an event on May 1, 2022, from 11am -4pm. She 

suggested the HTPCC could staff a table and provide resources. She will provide additional 

information.   

9. Next Coordination Council Meeting Date(s) 

a. The next meeting of the Howard County Human Trafficking Prevention Coordination Council will 

be held May 19, 2022. The meeting will be in-person with the option to join virtually via WebEx.  

10. ADJOURNMENT:  

a. 2:30 pm; Yolanda Sonnier closed the meeting and directed the Council to stand in adjournment 

until 19 May 2022. 

 

Minutes were drafted by: Briana McNemar  

 



   
 

   
 

Yolanda Sonnier 

Chair 

Notes:  

1) The meeting was conducted virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

2) For more information and to register for the April event visit, https://live-

howardcounty.pantheonsite.io/event/reading-human-rights-believing-anita-hill 

3) Human smuggling, forced labor among allegations in south Georgia federal indictment: 

https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdga/pr/human-smuggling-forced-labor-among-allegations-

south-georgia-federal-indictment   

4) Two Midlands residents accused of trafficking farm workers: 

https://www.wltx.com/article/news/crime/south-carolina-labor-trafficking/101-557ded04-

8b71-4122-a07a-7ed5c76c9cb8  

 

Attachments:   

A) Presentation: Anti-Human Trafficking Services- TurnAround Inc. 

  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flive-howardcounty.pantheonsite.io%2Fevent%2Freading-human-rights-believing-anita-hill&data=04%7C01%7Cbmcnemar%40howardcountymd.gov%7C0830dad584f94613938308da0b4b75bf%7C0538130803664bb7a95b95304bd11a58%7C1%7C0%7C637834715961361877%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=J3IioiDF8cmb4axht%2BmbNmivCV2ua7Za3Qeh4N1fPcs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flive-howardcounty.pantheonsite.io%2Fevent%2Freading-human-rights-believing-anita-hill&data=04%7C01%7Cbmcnemar%40howardcountymd.gov%7C0830dad584f94613938308da0b4b75bf%7C0538130803664bb7a95b95304bd11a58%7C1%7C0%7C637834715961361877%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=J3IioiDF8cmb4axht%2BmbNmivCV2ua7Za3Qeh4N1fPcs%3D&reserved=0
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdga/pr/human-smuggling-forced-labor-among-allegations-south-georgia-federal-indictment
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdga/pr/human-smuggling-forced-labor-among-allegations-south-georgia-federal-indictment
https://www.wltx.com/article/news/crime/south-carolina-labor-trafficking/101-557ded04-8b71-4122-a07a-7ed5c76c9cb8
https://www.wltx.com/article/news/crime/south-carolina-labor-trafficking/101-557ded04-8b71-4122-a07a-7ed5c76c9cb8


   
 

   
 

 

ATTACHMENT A  
Presentation:   

Anti-Human Trafficking Services- TurnAround Inc.  
17 March 2022  

 

  



   
 

   
 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 

 

 


